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COMING TO AMERICA 
 

Grade Eleven History-Social Science Content Standards: 

11.2 Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, 

and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe.  

1. Know the effects of industrialization on living and working conditions, including the portrayal of working conditions and 

food safety in Upton Sinclair's The Jungle.  

2. Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities linked by industry and trade, and the development of 

cities divided according to race, ethnicity, and class.  

3. Trace the effect of the Americanization movement.  

4. Analyze the effect of urban political machines and responses to them by immigrants and middle-class reformers.  

 

11.3 Students analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social, and political 

impacts, and issues regarding religious liberty.  

3. Cite incidences of religious intolerance in the United States (e.g., persecution of Mormons, anti-Catholic sentiment, anti-

Semitism).  

4. Discuss the expanding religious pluralism in the United States and California that resulted from large-scale immigration in 

the twentieth century.  

 

11.8 Students analyze the economic boom and social transformation of post-World War II America.  

2. Describe the significance of Mexican immigration and its relationship to the agricultural economy, especially in California.  

 

11.11 Students analyze the major social problems and domestic policy issues in contemporary American 

society.  

1. Discuss the reasons for the nation's changing immigration policy, with emphasis on how the Immigration Act of 1965 and 

successor acts have transformed American society.  

 

Grade Eleven English-language Arts Content Standards: 

 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

Students combine the rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description to produce texts of at least 

1,500 words each. Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American English and the research, organizational, 

and drafting strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0.  Using the writing strategies of grades eleven and twelve outlined 

in Writing Standard 1.0, students:  

 

2.1 Write fictional, autobiographical, or biographical narratives: 

a. Narrate a sequence of events and communicate their significance to the audience. 

b. Locate scenes and incidents in specific places. 

c. Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, 

gestures, and feelings of the characters; use interior monologue to depict the characters' feelings.  

d. Pace the presentation of actions to accommodate temporal, spatial, and dramatic mood changes.  

e. Make effective use of descriptions of appearance, images, shifting perspectives, and sensory details.  

 

2.3 Write reflective compositions: 

a. Explore the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., 

narration, description, exposition, persuasion). 

b. Draw comparisons between specific incidents and broader themes that illustrate the writer's important beliefs or 

generalizations about life. 

c. Maintain a balance in describing individual incidents and relate those incidents to more general and abstract ideas.  

 
2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

Students deliver polished formal and extemporaneous presentations that combine traditional rhetorical strategies of 

narration, exposition, persuasion, and description. Student speaking demonstrates a command of standard American 

English and the organizational and delivery strategies outlined in Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0.  

Using the speaking strategies of grades eleven and twelve outlined in Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0, students: 

 

2.1 Deliver reflective presentations: 

a. Explore the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns, using appropriate rhetorical strategies 

(e.g., narration, description, exposition, persuasion). 

b. Draw comparisons between the specific incident and broader themes that illustrate the speaker's beliefs or 

generalizations about life. 

c. Maintain a balance between describing the incident and relating it to more general, abstract ideas.  
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FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHTS! 
 

Grade Eleven History-Social Science Content Standards: 

 

11.2 Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, 

and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe.  

1. Know the effects of industrialization on living and working conditions, including the portrayal of working conditions and 

food safety in Upton Sinclair's The Jungle.  

2. Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities linked by industry and trade, and the development of 

cities divided according to race, ethnicity, and class.  

3. Trace the effect of the Americanization movement.  

4. Analyze the effect of urban political machines and responses to them by immigrants and middle-class reformers.  

5. Discuss corporate mergers that produced trusts and cartels and the economic and political policies of industrial leaders.  

6. Trace the economic development of the United States and its emergence as a major industrial power, including its gains 

from trade and the advantages of its physical geography.  

7. Analyze the similarities and differences between the ideologies of Social Darwinism and Social Gospel (e.g., using 

biographies of William Graham Sumner, Billy Sunday, Dwight L. Moody).  

8. Examine the effect of political programs and activities of Populists.  

9. Understand the effect of political programs and activities of the Progressives (e.g., federal regulation of railroad 

transport, Children's Bureau, the Sixteenth Amendment, Theodore Roosevelt, Hiram Johnson).  

 

11.3 Students analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social, and political 

impacts, and issues regarding religious liberty.  

1. Describe the contributions of various religious groups to American civic principles and social reform movements (e.g., 

civil and human rights, individual responsibility and the work ethic, antimonarchy and self-rule, worker protection, family-

centered communities).  

2. Analyze the great religious revivals and the leaders involved in them, including the First Great Awakening, the Second 

Great Awakening, the Civil War revivals, the Social Gospel Movement, the rise of Christian liberal theology in the nineteenth 

century, the impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the rise of Christian fundamentalism in current times.  

3. Cite incidences of religious intolerance in the United States (e.g., persecution of Mormons, anti-Catholic sentiment, anti-

Semitism).  

4. Discuss the expanding religious pluralism in the United States and California that resulted from large-scale immigration in 

the twentieth century.  

5. Describe the principles of religious liberty found in the Establishment and Free Exercise clauses of the First Amendment, 

including the debate on the issue of separation of church and state. 

 

11.10 Students analyze the development of federal civil rights and voting rights.  

1. Explain how demands of African Americans helped produce a stimulus for civil rights, including President Roosevelt's ban 

on racial discrimination in defense industries in 1941, and how African Americans' service in World War II produced a 

stimulus for President Truman's decision to end segregation in the armed forces in 1948.  

2. Examine and analyze the key events, policies, and court cases in the evolution of civil rights, including Dred Scott v. 

Sandford, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education, Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, and California 

Proposition 209.  

3. Describe the collaboration on legal strategy between African American and white civil rights lawyers to end racial 

segregation in higher education.  

4. Examine the roles of civil rights advocates (e.g., A. Philip Randolph, Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, Thurgood 

Marshall, James Farmer, Rosa Parks), including the significance of Martin Luther King, Jr. 's "Letter from Birmingham Jail" 

and "I Have a Dream" speech.  

5. Discuss the diffusion of the civil rights movement of African Americans from the churches of the rural South and the 

urban North, including the resistance to racial desegregation in Little Rock and Birmingham, and how the advances 

influenced the agendas, strategies, and effectiveness of the quests of American Indians, Asian Americans, and Hispanic 

Americans for civil rights and equal opportunities.  

6. Analyze the passage and effects of civil rights and voting rights legislation (e.g., 1964 Civil Rights Act, Voting Rights Act 

of 1965) and the Twenty-Fourth Amendment, with an emphasis on equality of access to education and to the political 

process.  

7. Analyze the women's rights movement from the era of Elizabeth Stanton and Susan Anthony and the passage of the 

Nineteenth Amendment to the movement launched in the 1960s, including differing perspectives on the roles of women.  

 

Grades Nine & Ten English-language Arts Content Standards (Review): 

 

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions 

Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.  

 

Grammar and Mechanics of Writing 

1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and 

mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens). 

1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper 

English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses). 

1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, 

diction, and syntax.  
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Manuscript Form 

1.4 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization. 

1.5 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements, including title page presentation, pagination, spacing and margins, and 

integration of source and support material (e.g., in-text citation, use of direct quotations, paraphrasing) with 

appropriate citations. 

 

Grade Eleven English-language Arts Content Standards: 

 

2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials) 

Structural Features of Informational Materials 

2.1 Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of different types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, 

speeches, debates, platforms) and the way in which authors use those features and devices.  

 

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis 

Structural Features of Literature 

3.1 Analyze characteristics of subgenres (e.g., satire, parody, allegory, pastoral) that are used in poetry, prose, plays, 

novels, short stories, essays, and other basic genres.  

 

Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text 

3.2 Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life, using textual 

evidence to support the claim. 

3.3. Analyze the ways in which irony, tone, mood, the author's style, and the "sound" of language achieve specific rhetorical 

or aesthetic purposes or both. 

3.4. Analyze ways in which poets use imagery, personification, figures of speech, and sounds to evoke readers' emotions.  

3.5. Analyze recognized works of American literature representing a variety of genres and traditions: 

a. Trace the development of American literature from the colonial period forward. 

b. Contrast the major periods, themes, styles, and trends and describe how works by members of different cultures relate 

to one another in each period. 

c. Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the 

characters, plots, and settings. 

 

Literary Criticism 

3.8 Analyze the clarity and consistency of political assumptions in a selection of literary works or essays on a topic (e.g., 

suffrage, women's role in organized labor). (Political approach) 

 

1.0 Writing Strategies 

Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The 

writing demonstrates students' awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing 

process.  

 

Organization and Focus 

1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing 

narrative, expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments. 

1.2 Use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., use of irony), and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic 

purposes. 

1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and 

relevant examples. 

1.4 Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; 

the incorporation of visual aids (e.g., graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action. 

1.5 Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone.  

 

Research and Technology 

1.6 Develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative and critical research strategies (e.g., field studies, 

oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources). 

1.7 Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g., anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies).  

1.8 Integrate databases, graphics, and spreadsheets into word-processed documents.  

 

Evaluation and Revision 

1.9 Revise text to highlight the individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and 

tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre. 

 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

Students combine the rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description to produce texts of at least 

1,500 words each. Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American English and the research, organizational, 

and drafting strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0.  

Using the writing strategies of grades eleven and twelve outlined in Writing Standard 1.0, students:  

 

2.1 Write fictional, autobiographical, or biographical narratives: 

a. Narrate a sequence of events and communicate their significance to the audience. 

b. Locate scenes and incidents in specific places. 
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c. Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, 

gestures, and feelings of the characters; use interior monologue to depict the characters' feelings.  

d. Pace the presentation of actions to accommodate temporal, spatial, and dramatic mood changes.  

e. Make effective use of descriptions of appearance, images, shifting perspectives, and sensory details.  

 

2.2 Write responses to literature: 

a. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages. 

b. Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text. 

c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text and to other works.  

d. Demonstrate an understanding of the author's use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created.  

e. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text.  

 

2.4 Write historical investigation reports: 

a. Use exposition, narration, description, argumentation, exposition, or some combination of rhetorical strategies to support 

the main proposition. 

b. Analyze several historical records of a single event, examining critical relationships between elements of the research 

topic. 

c. Explain the perceived reason or reasons for the similarities and differences in historical records with information derived 

from primary and secondary sources to support or enhance the presentation. 

d. Include information from all relevant perspectives and take into consideration the validity and reliability of sources.  

e. Include a formal bibliography. 

 

 

MONKEY TRIAL 
 

Grade Eleven History-Social Science Content Standards: 

 

11.3 Students analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social and 

political impact, and issues regarding religious liberty, in terms of:  

1. The contributions of various religious groups to American civic principles and social reform movements (e.g., civil 

and human rights, individual responsibility and the work ethic, anti-monarchy and self-rule, worker protection, family-

centered communities) 

2. The great religious revivals and the leaders involved, including the First Great Awakening, the Second Great 

Awakening, the Civil War revivals, the Social Gospel Movement, the rise of Christian liberal theology in 19th century, 

the impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the rise of Christian fundamentalism in current times 

3. Incidences of religious intolerance in the United States (e.g., persecution of Mormons, anti-Catholic sentiment, anti-

Semitism) 

4. The expanding religious pluralism in the United States and California as a result of large-scale immigration in the 

twentieth century 

5. The principles of religious liberty found in the Establishment and Free Exercise clauses of the First Amendment, 

including the debate concerning the issue of separation of church and state. 

 

Grade Eleven English-language Arts Content Standards: 

 

1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development 

Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials 

and use those words accurately. 

 

Vocabulary and Concept Development 

1.1 Trace the etymology of significant terms used in political science and history. 

1.2 Apply knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots and affixes to draw inferences concerning the meaning of 

scientific and mathematical terminology. 

1.3 Discern the meaning of analogies encountered, analyzing specific comparisons as well as relationships and inferences.  

 

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis 

Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of 

history and social science. They conduct in-depth analyses of recurrent themes. The selections in Recommended Literature, 

Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.  

 

3.5 Analyze recognized works of American literature representing a variety of genres and traditions: 

a. Trace the development of American literature from the colonial period forward. 

b. Contrast the major periods, themes, styles, and trends and describe how works by members of different cultures relate 

to one another in each period. 

c. Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the 

characters, plots, and settings.  

 

3.6 Analyze the way in which authors through the centuries have used archetypes drawn from myth and tradition in 

literature, film, political speeches, and religious writings (e.g., how the archetypes of banishment from an ideal world may 

be used to interpret Shakespeare's tragedy Macbeth). 
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3.7 Analyze recognized works of world literature from a variety of authors: 

a. Contrast the major literary forms, techniques, and characteristics of the major literary periods (e.g., Homeric Greece, 

medieval, romantic, neoclassic, modern). 

b. Relate literary works and authors to the major themes and issues of their eras. 

c. Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the 

characters, plots, and settings. 

  

1.0 Writing Strategies 

Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The 

writing demonstrates students' awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing 

process.  

 

Organization and Focus 

1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and 

relevant examples. 

1.4 Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; 

the incorporation of visual aids (e.g., graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action.  

1.5 Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone.  

 

Research and Technology 

1.6 Develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative and critical research strategies (e.g., field studies, 

oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources). 

1.7 Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g., anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies).  

1.8 Integrate databases, graphics, and spreadsheets into word-processed documents.  

 

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies 

Students formulate adroit judgments about oral communication. They deliver focused and coherent presentations that 

convey clear and distinct perspectives and demonstrate solid reasoning. They use gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to 

the audience and purpose.  

 

Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication 

1.4 Use rhetorical questions, parallel structure, concrete images, figurative language, characterization, irony, and dialogue 

to achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect. 

1.5 Distinguish between and use various forms of classical and contemporary logical arguments, including: 

a. Inductive and deductive reasoning 

b. Syllogisms and analogies  

1.6 Use logical, ethical, and emotional appeals that enhance a specific tone and purpose. 

1.7 Use appropriate rehearsal strategies to pay attention to performance details, achieve command of the text, and create 

skillful artistic staging. 

1.8 Use effective and interesting language, including: 

a. Informal expressions for effect 

b. Standard American English for clarity 

c. Technical language for specificity  

 

 

GATSBY 
 

 

Grade Eleven History-Social Science Content Standards: 

 

11.5 Students analyze the major political, social, economic, technological, and cultural developments of the 

1920s, in terms of:  

1.  the policies of Warren Harding, Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover   

2. the international and domestic events, interests, and philosophies that prompted attacks on civil liberties, including the 

Palmer Raids, Marcus Garvey's "back-to-Africa" movement, the Ku Klux Klan, immigration quotas and the responses of 

organizations such as the American Civil Liberties Union, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 

and the Anti-Defamation League to those attacks 

3. the passage of the 18th Amendment to the Constitution and the Volstead Act (Prohibition) 

4. the passage of the 19th Amendment and the changing role of women in society 

5. the Harlem Renaissance and new trends in literature, music, and art, with special attention to the work of writers (e.g., 

Zora Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes) 

6. the growth and effects of radio and movies and their role in the world wide diffusion of popular culture 

7. the rise of mass production techniques, the growth of cities, the impact of new technologies (e.g., the automobile, 

electricity), and the resulting prosperity and effect on the American landscape. 

 

 

Grade Eleven English-language Arts Content Standards: 

 

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis 
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Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of 

history and social science. They conduct in-depth analyses of recurrent themes. The selections of Recommended Reading in 

Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.  

 

3.2 Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment of life, using textual 

evidence to support the claim. 

3.3 Analyze the ways in which irony, tone, mood, the author’s style, and the “sound” of language achieve specific rhetorical 

or aesthetic purposes or both. 

3.4 Analyze recognized works of American literature representing a variety of genres and traditions: 

c) Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the 

characters, plots, and setting.  

 

1.0 Writing Strategies 

Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The 

writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing 

process.  

 

1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing 

narrative, expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments.  

1.2 Use point of view, characterization, style ( e.g., use of irony), and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic 

purposes. 

1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and 

relent examples. 

1.4 Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended us of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; 

the incorporation of visual aids (e.g., graphs, tables. Pictures); and the issuance of a call for action. 

1.5 Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone.  

1.9 Revise text to highlight the individual voice, improve sentence variety  and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and 

tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre.  

 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

Students combine the rhetorical strategies or narration, exposition, persuasion, and description of produce texts of at lease 

1,500 words each. Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American English and the research, organizational, 

and drafting strategies outlined in W6iting Standard 1.0. 

 

2.1 Write fractional, autobiographical, or biographical narratives : 

a) Narrate a sequence of events and communicate their significance to the audience.  

b) Locate scenes and incidents in specific places. 

c) Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, 

gestures, and feeling of the characters; use interior monologue to depict the characters’ feelings.  

d) Place the presentation of action to accommodate temporal, spatial, and dramatic mood changes.  

e) Make effective use of descriptions of appearance, images, shifting perspectives, and sensory details.  

2.2 Write responses to literature:        

a) Demonstrate a comprehensive understand of the significant idea’s in works or passages.  

b)  Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text.  

c)  Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text and to other works.  

d) Demonstrate an understanding of the author’s use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created.  

e) Identify the assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text. 

 

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions 

Students write and speak with a command of Standard English conventions. 

 

1.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English 

usage.  

1.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization.  

1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing. 

 

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies 

Students formulate adroit judgments about oral communications. They deliver focused and coherent presentation that 

convey clear and distinct perspectives and demonstrate solid reasoning. They use gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to 

the audience and purpose. 

 

1.4 Use rhetorical questions, parallel structure, concrete images, figurative language, characterization, irony, and dialogue 

to achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect.  

1.7 Use appropriate rehearsal strategies to pay attention to performance details, achieve command of the text, and create 

skillful artistic staging.1.8 Use effective and interest language, including:  

a) Informal expressions o effect 

b) Standard American English for clarity 

c) Technical language for specificity 

1.10  Evaluate when to use different kinds of effects (e.g., visual, music, sound, graphics) to create effective productions.  
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2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

Students deliver polished formal and extemporaneous presentations that combine traditional rhetorical strategies of 

narration, exposition, persuasion, and description. Student speaking demonstrates a command of standard American 

English and the organizational and delivery strategies outlined in Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0.  

 

2.5 Recite poems, selections from speeches, or dramatic soliloquies with attention to performance details to achieve clarity, 

force, and aesthetic effect and to demonstrate an understanding of the meaning (e.g., Hamlet’s soliloquy “To Be or Not to 

Be”  

 

 
TOGETHER WE STAND 

 

 

Grade Eleven History-Social Science Content Standards: 

 

11.6 Students analyze the different explanations for the Great Depression and how the New Deal 

fundamentally changed the role of the federal government, in terms of:  

 

1. the monetary issues of the late 19th and early 20th century that gave rise to the establishment of the Federal Reserve 

and the weaknesses in key sectors of the economy in the late 1920's 

2. the principal explanations of the causes of the Great Depression and steps taken by the Federal Reserve, Congress and 

the President to combat the economic crisis 

3. the human toll of the Depression, natural disasters, unwise agricultural practices and their effect on the depopulation of 

rural regions and on political movements of the left and right with particular attention to the Dust Bowl refugees and their 

social and economic impact in California 

4. the effects and controversies of New Deal economic policies and the expanded role of the federal government in society 

and the economy since the 1930's (e.g., Works Progress Administration, Social Security, National Labor Relations Board, 

farm programs, regional development policies and energy development such as the Tennessee Valley Authority, California 

Central Valley Project, Bonneville Dam) 

5. the advances and retreats of organized labor, from the creation of the American Federation of Labor and Congress of 

Industrial Organization to current issues of a post-industrial multinational economy, including the United Farmworkers in 

California 

 

Grade Eleven English-language Arts Content Standards: 

 

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis 

Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of 

history and social science. They conduct in depth analyses of recurrent themes.  

 

3.1 Analyze characteristics of subgenres (e.g., satire, parody, allegory) that are used in novels, short stories, essays, and 

other basic genres. 

3.2 Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life, using textual 

evidence to support the claim. 

3.3. Analyze the ways in which irony, tone, mood, the author’s style, and the “sound” of language achieve specific rhetorical 

or aesthetic purposes or both. 

3.5. Analyze recognized works of American literature representing a variety of genres and traditions: 

a. Trace the development of American literature from the colonial period forward. 

b. Contrast the major periods, themes, styles, and trends and describe how works by members of different cultures relate 

to one another in each period. 

c. Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the 

characters, plots, and settings. 

 

Literary Criticism 

3.8 Analyze the clarity and consistency of political assumptions in a selection of literary works or essays on a topic (e.g., 

suffrage, women’s role in organized labor). (Political approach) 

3.9 Analyze the philosophical arguments presented in literary works to determine whether the authors’ positions have 

contributed to the quality of each work and the credibility of the characters. (Philosophical approach)  

 

1.0 Writing Strategies 

Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The 

writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing 

process. 

 

Organization and Focus 

1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing 

narrative, expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments. 

1.4 Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; 

the incorporation of visual aids (e.g., graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action. 
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Research and Technology 

1.6 Develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative and critical research strategies (e.g., field studies, 

oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources). 

 

Evaluation and Revision 

1.9 Revise text to highlight the individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and 

tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre. 

 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American English and the research, organizational, and drafting 

strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0.  

 

2.1 Write fictional, autobiographical, or biographical narratives: 

a. Narrate a sequence of events and communicate their significance to the audience. 

b. Locate scenes and incidents in specific places. 

c. Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, 

gestures, and feelings of the characters; use interior monologue to depict the characters’ feelings.  

d. Pace the presentation of actions to accommodate temporal, spatial, and dramatic mood changes.  

e. Make effective use of descriptions of appearance, images, shifting perspectives, and sensory details.  

 

2.2 Write responses to literature: 

a. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages. 

b. Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text. 

c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text and to other works.  

d. Demonstrate an understanding of the author’s use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created. 

e. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text. 

 

2.3 Write reflective compositions: 

a. Explore the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., 

narration, description, exposition, persuasion). 

b. Draw comparisons between specific incidents and broader themes that illustrate the writer’s important beliefs or 

generalizations about life. 

c. Maintain a balance in describing individual incidents and relate those incidents to more general and abstract ideas. 

 

2.4 Write historical investigation reports: 

a. Use exposition, narration, description, argumentation, exposition, or some combination of rhetorical strategies to support 

the main proposition. 

b. Analyze several historical records of a single event, examining critical relationships between elements of the research 

topic. 

c. Explain the perceived reason or reasons for the similarities and differences in historical records with information derived 

from primary and secondary sources to support or enhance the presentation. 

d. Include information from all relevant perspectives and take into consideration the validity and reliability of sources.  

e. Include a formal bibliography. 

 

2.6 Deliver multimedia presentations: 

a. Combine text, images, and sound and draw information from many sources (e.g., television broadcasts, videos, films, 

newspapers, magazines, CD- ROMs, the Internet, electronic media-generated images). 

b. Select an appropriate medium for each element of the presentation. 

c. Use the selected media skillfully, editing appropriately and monitoring for quality. 

d. Test the audience’s response and revise the presentation accordingly. 

 

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions 

Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions. 

1.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage.  

1.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization. 

1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing. 

 

 

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies 

Comprehension 

1.1 Recognize strategies used by the media to inform, persuade, entertain, and transmit culture (e.g., advertisements; 

perpetuation of stereotypes; use of visual representations, special effects, language). 

1.3 Interpret and evaluate the various ways in which events are presented and information is communicated by visual 

image makers (e.g., graphic artists, documentary filmmakers, illustrators, news photographers). 

 

 

 
WOMEN & MINORITIES IN WWII 

 

Grade Eleven History-Social Science Content Standards: 
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11.7 Students analyze America's participation in World War II.  

1. Examine the origins of American involvement in the war, with an emphasis on the events that precipitated the attack on 

Pearl Harbor.  

2. Explain U.S. and Allied wartime strategy, including the major battles of Midway, Normandy, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and the 

Battle of the Bulge.  

3. Identify the roles and sacrifices of individual American soldiers, as well as the unique contributions of the special fighting 

forces (e.g., the Tuskegee Airmen, the 442nd Regimental Combat team, the Navajo Code Talkers).  

4. Analyze Roosevelt's foreign policy during World War II (e.g., Four Freedoms speech).  

5. Discuss the constitutional issues and impact of events on the U.S. home front, including the internment of Japanese 

Americans (e.g., Fred Korematsu v. United States of America) and the restrictions on German and Italian resident aliens; 

the response of the administration to Hitler's atrocities against Jews and other groups; the roles of women in military 

production; and the roles and growing political demands of African Americans.  

6. Describe major developments in aviation, weaponry, communication, and medicine and the war's impact on the location 

of American industry and use of resources.  

7. Discuss the decision to drop atomic bombs and the consequences of the decision (Hiroshimaand Nagasaki).  

 

Grade Eleven English-language Arts Content Standards: 

 
1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development 

Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials 

and use those words accurately. 

Vocabulary and Concept Development 

1.1 Trace the etymology of significant terms used in political science and history. 

1.2 Apply knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots and affixes to draw inferences concerning the meaning of 

scientific and mathematical terminology. 

1.3 Discern the meaning of analogies encountered, analyzing specific comparisons as well as relationships and inferences.  

 

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis 

Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of 

history and social science. They conduct in-depth analyses of recurrent themes. The selections in Recommended Literature, 

Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.  

 

3.7 Analyze recognized works of world literature from a variety of authors: 

b. Relate literary works and authors to the major themes and issues of their eras. 

 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

2.2 Write responses to literature: 

a. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages. 

b. Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text. 

c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text and to other works. 

d. Demonstrate an understanding of the author's use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created.  

e. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text. 

 

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions 

Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.  

1.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage. 

1.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization.  

1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing. 

 

 

GREAT AMERICAN AUTHOR 
 

Grade Eleven History-Social Science Content Standards: 

 

11.9 Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II.  

     

 1. Discuss the establishment of the United Nations and International Declaration of Human Rights, International Monetary 

Fund, World Bank, and General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and their importance in shaping modern Europe and 

maintaining peace and international order.  

      

2. Understand the role of military alliances, including NATO and SEATO, in deterring communist aggression and maintaining 

security during the Cold War.  

      

3. Trace the origins and geopolitical consequences (foreign and domestic) of the Cold War and containment policy, including 

the following:  

· The era of McCarthyism, instances of domestic Communism (e.g., Alger Hiss) and blacklisting  

· The Truman Doctrine  

· The Berlin Blockade  

· The Korean War  
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· The Bay of Pigs invasion and the Cuban Missile Crisis  

· Atomic testing in the American West, the "mutual assured destruction" doctrine, and disarmament policies  

· The Vietnam War  

· Latin American policy  

 

 

Grade Eleven English-language Arts Content Standards: 

 

2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials) 

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They analyze the organizational patterns, arguments, and 

positions advanced. The selections in Recommended Readings in Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve illustrate the 

quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. In addition, by grade twelve, students read two million 

words annually on their own, including a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, and 

online information. 

 

2.5 Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject. 

 

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis 

Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of 

history and social science. They conduct in depth analyses of recurrent themes. The selections in Recommended Readings in 

Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. 

  

3.5. Analyze recognized works of American literature representing a variety of genres and traditions: 

a. Trace the development of American literature from the colonial period forward. 

b. Contrast the major periods, themes, styles, and trends and describe how works by members of different cultures relate 

to one another in each period. 

c. Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the 

characters, plots, and settings. 

b. Relate literary works and authors to the major themes and issues of their eras. 

 

3.9 Analyze the philosophical arguments presented in literary works to determine whether the authors’ positions have 

contributed to the quality of each work and the credibility of the characters. (Philosophical approach) 

 

1.0 Writing Strategies 

Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The 

writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing 

process. 

 

Organization and Focus 

1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing 

narrative, expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments. 

1.2 Use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., use of irony), and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic 

purposes. 

1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and 

relevant examples. 

1.4 Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; 

the incorporation of visual aids (e.g., graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action. 

1.5 Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone. 

 

Research and Technology 

1.6 Develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative and critical research strategies (e.g., field studies, 

oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources). 

1.7 Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g., anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies). 

1.8 Integrate databases, graphics, and spreadsheets into word-processed documents. 

 

Evaluation and Revision 

1.9 Revise text to highlight the individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and 

tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre. 

 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

Students combine the rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description to produce texts of at least 

1,500 words each. Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American English and the research, organizational, 

and drafting strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0. 

 

2.2 Write responses to literature: 

a. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages. 

b. Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text. 

c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text and to other works. 

d. Demonstrate an understanding of the author’s use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created. 

e. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text. 
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2.6 Deliver multimedia presentations: 

a. Combine text, images, and sound and draw information from many sources (e.g., television broadcasts, videos, films, 

newspapers, magazines, CD- ROMs, the Internet, electronic media-generated images). 

b. Select an appropriate medium for each element of the presentation. 

c. Use the selected media skillfully, editing appropriately and monitoring for quality. 

d. Test the audience’s response and revise the presentation accordingly. 

 

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions 

Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions. 

 

1.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage. 

1.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization. 

1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing. 

 

Listening and Speaking Strategies 

Students formulate adroit judgments about oral communication. They deliver focused and coherent presentations that 

convey clear and distinct perspectives and demonstrate solid reasoning. They use gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to 

the audience and purpose. 

 

1.4 Use rhetorical questions, parallel structure, concrete images, figurative language, characterization, irony, and dialogue 

to achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect. 

1.6 Use logical, ethical, and emotional appeals that enhance a specific tone and purpose. 

1.7 Use appropriate rehearsal strategies to pay attention to performance details, achieve command of the text, and create 

skillful artistic staging. 

1.8 Use effective and interesting language, including: 

a. Informal expressions for effect 

b. Standard American English for clarity 

c. Technical language for specificity 

1.10 Evaluate when to use different kinds of effects (e.g., visual, music, sound, graphics) to create effective productions. 

 

2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

Students deliver polished formal and extemporaneous presentations that combine traditional rhetorical strategies of 

narration, exposition, persuasion, and description. Student speaking demonstrates a command of standard American 

English and the organizational and delivery strategies outlined in Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0. 

 

2.3 Deliver oral responses to literature: 

a. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas of literary works (e.g., make assertions about the 

text that are reasonable and supportable). 

b. Analyze the imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text through the use of rhetorical strategies 

(e.g., narration, description, persuasion, exposition, a combination of those strategies). 

c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works. 

d. Demonstrate an awareness of the author’s use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created. 

e. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text. 

 

2.4 Deliver multimedia presentations: 

a. Combine text, images, and sound by incorporating information from a wide range of media, including films, newspapers, 

magazines, CD-ROMs, online information, television, videos, and electronic media-generated images. 

b. Select an appropriate medium for each element of the presentation. 

c. Use the selected media skillfully, editing appropriately and monitoring for quality. 

d. Test the audience’s response and revise the presentation accordingly. 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO VIETNAM 
 

Grade Eleven History-Social Science Content Standards: 

11.9 Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II.  

 

3. Trace the origins and geopolitical consequences (foreign and domestic) of the Cold War and containment policy, including 

the following:  

 - The Vietnam War  

 

4. List the effects of foreign policy on domestic policies and vice versa (e.g., protests during the war in Vietnam, the 

"nuclear freeze" movement).  

 

Grade Eleven English-language Arts Content Standards: 

 

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis 
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Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of 

history and social science. They conduct in-depth analyses of recurrent themes. The selections in Recommended Readings in 

Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.  

 

Structural Features of Literature 

3.1 Analyze characteristics of subgenres (e.g., satire, parody, allegory, pastoral) that are used in poetry, prose, plays, 

novels, short stories, essays, and other basic genres.  

 

Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text 

3.2 Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life, using textual 

evidence to support the claim. 

3.3. Analyze the ways in which irony, tone, mood, the author's style, and the "sound" of language achieve specific rhetorical 

or aesthetic purposes or both. 

 

1.0 Writing Strategies 

Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The 

writing demonstrates students' awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing 

process.  

 

Organization and Focus 

1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing 

narrative, expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments. 

1.2 Use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., use of irony), and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic 

purposes. 

1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and 

relevant examples. 

1.4 Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; 

the incorporation of visual aids (e.g., graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action. 

1.5 Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone.  

Written and Oral English Language Conventions 

The standards for written and oral English language conventions have been placed between those for writing and for 

listening and speaking because these conventions are essential to both sets of skills.  

 

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions 

Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.  

 

1.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage.  

1.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization.  

1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing.  

Listening and Speaking 

 

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies 

Students formulate adroit judgments about oral communication. They deliver focused and coherent presentations that 

convey clear and distinct perspectives and demonstrate solid reasoning. They use gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to 

the audience and purpose.  

 

2.3 Deliver oral responses to literature: 

a. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas of literary works (e.g., make assertions about the 

text that are reasonable and supportable). 

b. Analyze the imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text through the use of rhetorical strategies 

(e.g., narration, description, persuasion, exposition, a combination of those strategies). 

c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works.  

d. Demonstrate an awareness of the author's use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created.  

e. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text. 

2.4 Deliver multimedia presentations: 

a. Combine text, images, and sound by incorporating information from a wide range of media, including films, newspapers, 

magazines, CD-ROMs, online information, television, videos, and electronic media-generated images. 

b. Select an appropriate medium for each element of the presentation. 

c. Use the selected media skillfully, editing appropriately and monitoring for quality. 

 


